Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

In Progress

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update
Aboriginal Development
Establish an appropriate action plan to engage 2009-06-25 Government is working with First Nations and Métis peoples on
Aboriginal people in the economy; and make a bold several specific initiatives to increase participation in the economy.
statement not to allow jurisdictional issues to get in The goal of the First Nations and Métis Education and Employment
the way of ensuring full participation of Aboriginal Strategy is to eliminate gaps in the education and employment levels
people in our economy. between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. Various Enterprise

Regions are also working collaboratively with First Nations and Métis
peoples to increase participation in local economies.
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Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update
Develop a program to incent government 2010-12-10 Additional work on this recommendation is pending the results from
participation in demonstration projects as a first the Western Senior Officials Forum on Innovation (WSOFI) in early
purchaser of innovation technology. summer 2011.
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Board Recommendation Date Government Response
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Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update
Work with private sector companies, ministries, 2009-05-28 ES has worked with a consortium of organizations (three government
Crowns and agencies to identify areas where the and two private sector) on a project to build a large scale data centre
private sector can be engaged in P3s or where private for primary and disaster recovery in or near Regina. The project
sector delivery of services can be of benefit to the continues to develop and should the project go ahead, the consortium
government while supporting economic growth and members would be anchor tenants for the data centre, with other
innovation in the province; and complete a report to potential members identified with similar needs.

the Board of Directors giving recommendations on
specific P3s or direct delivery opportunities to be
provided to Cabinet for implementation, and that the
report be completed by the end of the current fiscal
year.
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Board Recommendation Date Government Response
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Board Recommendation
Reinforce the Government of Saskatchewan's existing
commitment to marketing choice for barley, durum
and wheat farmers by instructing the Ministry of
Agriculture to develop a plan to further this objective,
including urging the federal government to make
regulatory and legislative changes to provide for dual
marketing choice. Further, direct the Ministry of
Agriculture to work together with the Marketing
Choice Subcommittee of the ES Agriculture Sector
Team to develop the plan by July 31, 2010.

Reinforce the Government of Saskatchewan's
commitment to primary agriculture research and
innovation by developing a plan for increasing
research funding that is targeted to meet farmer
needs. The plan should be in place as the economy
begins to recover and target an overall increase in
funding, from $15.2 million to $20 million, that is
reflective of agriculture's contribution to the
economy.

Form a task team to develop a comprehensive
strategy/plan for Crown land around Lake
Diefenbaker.

In consultation with related agencies, present a
business rationale and model that would co-ordinate
and assist commercialization and investment
opportunities in the tourism sector.

Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Date
2010-04-29

2010-04-29

2010-06-24

2010-06-24

Government Response
The Ministry of Agriculture is aware of the recommendation and
continues to review.

The Government of Saskatchewan announced an additional
S5 million increase over four years in agricultural research funding
during the 2010-11 budget year.

The Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport, in partnership with
the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, and the
Ministry of Environment, have recognized the need for a long-term
development plan surrounding Lake Diefenbaker as demand for land
use in the region increases. The ministries note that there are multiple
interests and that government is working to better understand these
interests as a first step in development of a plan for Crown land in the
area.

ES has hired a consultant and the work along with the draft report has
been completed and is being reviewed by stakeholders.
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Update

The original response incorrectly noted the length of
additional agriculture research funding from the
Government of Saskatchewan. This error was
corrected on August 16, 2011.



Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update
Provide a process for government agencies and 2010-09-30 ES will hold a Strategic Business Overview and Procurement Forum on
Crowns to consult with industry representatives prior April 14, 2011 in Saskatoon. Over 250 business people are expected to
to the formal Request for Proposal process as part of attend the event to hear presentations from 13 different Crowns and
the Saskatchewan Crown's, ministry's or agency's ministries.

strategic business planning.

Review what is required to support the 2010-09-30 ES hired a consultant through an RFP process and the work along with
commercialization objectives of the Creative the draft report has been completed and is being reviewed by
Industries. stakeholders.

Support the development of a Virtual Mentorship 2009-09-28 A business case for a virtual mentorship service has been

Tool. prepared. Additional consultation is underway to determine the fit of
the proposed service within the broader spectrum of mentorship
services.
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Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update
Require five-year capital plans for all public sector 2008-11-18 The Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure released their first five-
organizations, including health districts, school year capital plan on December 3, 2008 with assistance from ES on
boards, universities, regional colleges and the Ministry priorities for economic development. Ministry capital plans will be
of Government Services. referenced by linkage to the ES website as they are developed.

Include consideration of the impact of utility rate 2009-04-23 Government added the following to the Saskatchewan Rate Review
increases on the economy and industry Panel's Terms of Reference for the SaskPower Rate Change Proposal in
competitiveness in future Saskatchewan Rate Review 2010: "consider the effect of the proposed rate change on the

Panel mandates, and in the absence of this mandate, competitiveness of the Crown Corporation relative to other

that Cabinet consider the impact of rate increases on jurisdictions." Industry concerns were brought to the attention of the
the economy and industry. Panel and Government accepted the Panel's recommendations to

reduce proposed increases.
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Board Recommendation Date Government Response
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Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update
Develop a northern transportation strategy inclusive 2010-06-24 The Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure is developing a
of aviation, to attract investment and economic comprehensive transportation strategy for northern Saskatchewan.
development. The ministry’s approach to the development of a Northern

Transportation Strategy (NTS) is to balance investment in both key
economic corridors as well as community access which includes both
roads and air transportation components, to address northern
transportation issues in a comprehensive manner. The NTS capital
airport component will outline how new capital investments will be
selected using a rational, consistent and transparent prioritization
process. This framework will be used to identify priority northern
airport projects.
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Board Recommendation
Maintain the minimum wage at its current level and
do not implement a 90 per cent training wage. Direct
the Saskatchewan Minimum Wage Board to give
further consideration to indexation options, with the
ES Board to comment on the options when they are
developed.

Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Date
2010-03-25

Government Response
The Government of Saskatchewan did not increase the minimum wage
in 2010 and did not implement a lower training wage. The ES Board
provided input to the deliberations of the Minimum Wage Board
(MWB) regarding minimum wage indexing noting considerations
governing changes should be fairness, protection of workers’
purchasing power, market realities, and competitiveness. In February
2011, the MWB recommended that the minimum wage be indexed to
Saskatchewan's consumer price index (CPI) increases, with an annual
review prior to approving increases. Government is considering the
MWB's recommendations.
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Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update

Implement the Ministry of Finance’s draft Taxpayer ~ 2008-12-17 The Ministry of Finance implemented The Taxpayer Service

Service Commitments and Standards Code. Direct Commitments and Standards Code. The Labour Standards Branch
other Ministries that deal with entrepreneurs and released "Principles of Service." Discussions have begun with other
industry to develop similar commitments and Ministries around the adoption of service standards.

standards in consultation with stakeholders.

Establish an Inter-ministry Regulatory Modernization 2009-01-29 An Inter-ministry Regulatory Modernization Committee was The Inter-ministry Regulatory Modernization
Committee of Deputy Ministers or designates to co- established in February 2009, chaired by the Registrar of Regulations. Committee is expected to be renewed in early 2011.
ordinate implementation of expected regulatory and

related service recommendations within government,

and that it report on progress to the Regulatory

Modernization Council.
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Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date Government Response Update
Create a centralized regulatory and inspection agency 2009-06-25 The Technical Safety Authority of Saskatchewan (TSASK) was
for mechanical and electrical contractors, with the established as a stand alone agency on July 1, 2010 to provide licensing
intent of pursuing a model for all affected industries and inspections services for boilers, pressure vessels, elevators and
and regulators as a subsequent phase-in. amusement rides.

Work with municipalities to reduce impediments 2009-06-25 ES completed a study and held a meeting in July 2010 with

caused by transportation weight limit variations and representatives from the Energy, Minerals, Transportation and
various hauling permits and fees among Logistics, Agriculture, and Home Building sector teams; the Ministries
municipalities; and complete a study on the issue by of Highways and Infrastructure and Municipal Affairs; Saskatchewan
March 31, 2010. Urban Municipalities Association (SUMA); and Saskatchewan

Association of Rural Municipalities (SARM) to discuss. A potential pilot
project is being considered.
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Board Recommendation
Through the New West Partnership, implement best
practices for regulatory harmonization in the areas of
transportation, labour and trade, in consultation with
other stakeholders.

Implement a regulatory accountability initiative that
incorporates a Regulatory Competitiveness and
Transparency Act to improve the quality and
transparency of regulations, encourage regulatory
innovation, reduce the barriers to competitiveness
imposed by unnecessary red tape, and require annual
public reporting by ministry with regards to their
progress towards regulatory modernization. Develop
a workplan to implement the initiative and report
back to the Board.

Publish a list of approvals and fees required of
businesses by each ministry and agency on an annual
basis with a summary report of trends.

Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Date
2009-10-29

2010-06-24

2010-06-24

Government Response Update
The New West Partnership was signed by Saskatchewan, Alberta and
British Columbia on April 30, 2010, committing the provinces to work
together to bolster the economy of the West. Work has begun across
government to fully implement the New West Partnership, including
collaborating with British Columbia and Alberta to streamline
regulations and standards that impede trade, investment and labour
mobility. To date, most professionals and trades people have full
labour mobility across the three provinces, and across Canada.
Discussions are currently underway to develop harmonized regulations
and policy for commercial vehicle operations.

The Red Tape Reduction Initiative was highlighted in the October 28,
2010 Throne Speech. ES is now working with other ministries and
agencies to implement the initiative which will include a
comprehensive review of all business-related regulations by a new
Legislation and Regulation Review sub-committee chaired by ES's
Minister. The Government of Saskatchewan proclaimed the second
week in January, 2011 as Red Tape Awareness Week and ES released
the Regulatory Modernization Progress Report which highlighted
regulatory and service enhancements made by provincial ministries
and agencies in 2010.

ES issued a Request for Proposal for the development of a database to
provide the information necessary for government to track and report
on approvals and fees as well as regulation changes. The database is
expected to be completed in 2011.
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Board Recommendation

Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Date

Government Response

Examine targeted corporate tax measures to
determine effectiveness in meeting policy objectives.

2008-12-17

ES worked with the Ministry of Finance to develop new targeted tax
incentives to attract value-added mineral companies to the

province. New growth tax incentives are being considered as part of a
corporate office attraction strategy.
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Recommendations - Progress as of March 31, 2011

Board Recommendation Date

As the Government of Saskatchewan reviews the 2009-06-25
second year of the property taxation structure

changes, take into account any inequities of the

changes and take steps to mitigate the impact on the
competitiveness of the three tier system; and consult

with the ES Board of Directors as it goes forward in

this review.

Phase out the Corporate Capital Tax (CCT) Resource  2009-10-29
Surcharge in order that Saskatchewan remain

competitive and to harmonize with other

jurisdictions, and as an extension of the previous

decision to eliminate the general CCT.

Government Response

The Minister of Education met with the ES Board to further discuss
their concerns with the three-tier system. The three-tiered structure
for education property tax for commercial property owners is
expected to be phased out as finances permit. The 2011-12 budget
reduced the second tier commercial mill rate from 15.75 per cent to
14.75 per cent.

The recommendation was not approved in the 2010-11 budget or the
2011-12 budget. The Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Energy and
Resources and ES continue to monitor the competitiveness of the
energy sector's total taxes and royalties including the CCT Resource
Surcharge.
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